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CHAPTER  I. 

GENERAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Newburtport,  Ajml  22,  1851. 

Will  the  readers  of  these  "  Minutes  "  permit  us  to  in- 
troduce them  to  the  New  England  Conference,  and  its 
attendant  religious  exercises  ?  We  will  endeavor,  so  far 
as  practicable,  to  remove  the  distance  of  time  and  place, 
which  separates  them  from  us,  and  cause  them  to  see  and 
hear  what  they  would  see  and  hear  if  sojourning  for  a 
week  in  this  beautiful  village. 

To-day,  in  anticipation  of  the  meeting  of  the  Confer- 
ence, the  "  Examining  Committees  "  are  diligently  dis- 
charging their  duty.  It  may  not  be  known  to  most  of 
our  readers  that  our  economy  requires  candidates  for 
admission  to  the  travelling  ministry  to  pursue  a  four 
years'  course  of  study.  They  are  examined  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  as  a  condition  of  their  advancement.  The 
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committee  consists  of  twelve  members,  three  for  each 
year.  "We  believe  there  is  an  increasing  determination 
on  the  part  of  the  Conference  to  require  of  these  com- 
mittees a  thorough  examination  of"  the  classes,  and  of  the 
candidates  a  high  standard  of  educational  prepai*ation  for 
the  ministerial  work. 

The  first  public  religious  service  of  our  gathering  con- 
sisted of  preaching,  on  "  the  great  salvation,''  by  Bro. 
McCurdy,  from  the  text,  God  so  loved  the  world  that 
he  gave  his  only  beloved  son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 

The  Conference  commenced  its  session,  according  to 
appointment,  at  9  o'clock,  Wednesday,  April  23.  Bishop 
J anes  was  present  and  opened  the  session  by  leading  the 
devotional  exercises.  He  stated  that  at  12  o'clock  M.  of 
the  previous  day  he  adjourned  the  New  Jersey  Confer- 
ence. Let  the  reader  note  the  fact.  J^he  distracting 
business  of  one  Conference  closed  at  12  o'clock  M.  one 
day,  and  the  duties  of  another  Conference  commenced 
the  next  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.,  the  most  of  the  intervening 
time  being  necessarily  spent  in  travelling.  This  health- 
destroying  service  has  been  imposed  upon  Bishop  J  anes 
by  the  sickness  of  Bishop  Hedding,  who  would  otherwise 
have  presided  at  this  Conference.  Ought  the  life  of  so 
valuable  a  man  to  be  exposed  to  the  contingency  of  being 
required  to  perform  such  labor,  by  the  present  limited 
number  of  superintendents  ? 

We  append  the  name  of  the  Chairman  of  each  of  the 
committees  appointed  at  the  opening  of  the  Conference  ; 
the  list  will  be  serviceable  in  facilitating  inquiries  at  a 
future  time,  concerning  the  business  of  these  committees : 
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COMMITTEES.  CHAIRMEN. 

Stewards,   Edward  Cooke. 

Necessitous  Cases,   A.  D.  Sargent. 

Memoirs,   Ichabod  Marcy. 

Missions,   Joseph  Denison. 

Education,   Joseph  Cumminge. 

Sunday  School, ........  Z.  xi.  Mudge. 

Slavery,   M.  Trafton. 

Peace,   C.  S.  Macreading. 

Bible  Cause,   J.  S.  Loveland. 

Chapel  Fund,   H.  E.  Hempstead. 

Preachers'  Aid,   L.  CrowelL 

Minutes,   J).  Sherman. 

Biblical  Institute,   K.  Atkinson. 

Benevolent  Operations,     .    .    .    .  J.  Shepard. 

Domestic  Missions,   J.  D.  Bridge. 

Temperance,   C.  L.  Eastman. 

The  report  of  the  Examining  Committee  was  received. 
It  was  generally  favorable  to  the  candidates,  though  the 
words  "^assiJZ^ "  and  "deficient"  showed  that  all  o^ 
them  had  not  rightly  estimated  the  importance  of  their 
duty  in  reference  to  their  Conference  studies. 

The  afternoon  religious  services  consisted  of  a  sermon, 
prayer  and  exhortations.  Brother  Dadman  preached  on 
the  "  Christian's  Hope,"  from  Psalms  cxix.  116.  The  ex- 
hortations were  mostly  by  a  few  of  the  Fathers  in  the 
sacred  office,  who  triumph  greatly  in  a  hope^  still  un- 
shaken, as  they  approach  the  time  of  its  being  lost  in  full 
fruition. 

The  evening  appointment,  as  originally  made,  was  a 
sermon  by  Bro.  M.  Raymond,  to  be  addressed  to  the 
members  of  the  Conference,    But  Bro.  Raymond's  of- 


ficial  duties,  as  Principal  of  the  Wesleyan  Academy,  un- 
usually and  unexpectedly  pressing,  prevented  his  attend- 
ance at  our  session.  Bro.  C.  Adams  kindly  consented, 
on  a  few  moment's  notice,  to  fill  the  appointment.  He 
delivered  an  earnest,  profitable  appeal  to  his  brethren  in 
the  ministry,  from  Phil.  iv.  8,  "  Whatsoever  things  are 
t7*ue^  whatsoever  things  are  honest ^''^  etc. 


Thursday^  April  24. 

Devotional  exercises  conducted  by  Father  Willard. 

The  cases  of  the  Superannuated  Preachers  being  under 
the  usual  examination,  Bro.  E.  T.  Taylor  exhibited  his 
long  cherished  and  deep  sympathy  with  this  class  of  our 
ministers  by  a  series  of  eloquent  remarks.  We  cannot 
transfer  them  to  paper ;  as  well  might  we  try  to  paint  the 
tints  of  the  rainbow,  or  arrest  a  flash  of  lightning.  Those 
who  know  him  can  imagine  faintly  their  character. 

Father  Willard's  name  being  called  in  turn,  he  remarked, 
that  he  desired  an  effective  relation,  that  he  might  go  out 
into  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord ;  his  heart  was  in  the  w^ork 
now  as  forty  years  ago,  when  he  commenced  his  public 
labors.  He  had  been  pressed  with  a  sense  of  duty  in 
this  respect.  He  was  ready  to  go  to  any  place,  and  his 
partner  sympathized  with  him  in  this  feeling.  The  Con- 
ference, however,  deemed  Father  Willard's  Christian  and 
ministerial  zeal  greater  than  his  physical  strength,  and 
voted  a  continuance  of  his  superannuated  relation. 

Bro.  Baker  made  a  few  touching  remarks  concerning 
the  death  of  our  lamented  Bro.  Bardwell.  He  died  un- 
speakably happy;  firm  in  his  confidence  in  the  doctrines 
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he  has  preached,  and  only  regretting  he  could  not  be  per- 
mitted to  assist  longer  to  extend  them  more  widely.  His 
memoir  will  be  found  in  another  part  of  this  journal. 

The  "  exhibit  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New  York  "  was 
read.  We  cannot  give  the  details.  The  "  real  estate  " 
is  estimated  at  1^115,573.88.  The  net  profits  of  the  year 
ending  March,  1850,  were  $42,000  in  round "  numbers. 
The  increase  of  sales  for  the  year  above  named,  over  the 
preceding,  was  $65,000. 

The  question  of  the  division  of  the  Conference  territory 
into  four  districts  came  up  at  this  point,  in  the  form  of 
resolutions,  expressive  of  the  opinion  of  the  preachers, 
that  the  societies  do  not  approve  of  the  present  arrange- 
ment. After  considerable  debate,  during  which  the  very 
general  disapproval  of  the  preachers,  as  well  as  people,  of 
the  change  in  the  districts  was  apparent,  the  resolutions 
^    finally  passed. 

The  anniversary  of  the  New  England  Conference  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  was  held  this  evening.  At  an  early  hour 
the  house  was  filled  with  an  attentive  audience.  Opening 
prayer  by  Bro.  Newell,  of  the  New  Hampshire  Confer- 
ence. Bro.  Hatch  presided.  Bro.  L.  R.  Thayer  made 
the  opening  speech.  He  spoke  briefly  of  the  duty  of 
Christians-  respecting  the  "  Fugitive  Slave  Law."  He 
presented  this  subject  in  connection  with  two  thoughts. 
First,  New  England  Christians  were  distinguished  for 
their  love  of  country,  the  whole  country ;  they  loved  its 
government  —  they  were  union  men.  Secondly,  they 
loved  freedom.  Between  these  feehngs  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  had  created  a  conflict.  It  was  thus  a  distract- 
ing element  in  society.  It  would  be  accountable  for  the 
prevalence  of  the  mob  spirit.    As  Christians,  we  have  a 
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duty  io  freedom ;  legislators  cannot  bear  our  responsibility 
for  us ;  they  cannot  make  right  what  would  otherwise  be 
ivroiig,'  God  requires  us  to  feed  the  hungry  ;  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  forbids  it.  He  had  often  in  his  boyhood,  heard 
his  associates  say  to  a  large  boy,  oppressing  a  smaller  one. 

That  is  mean,  take  your  ^iiateh,^^  Thirty-one  sovereign 
States,  with  the  Army  and  Navy,  rise  in  awful  dignity 
to  crush  one  poor  trembling  negro  ! 

Bro.  Cobleigh  next  addressed  the  meeting.  He  com- 
menced with  a  few  words  of  pleasantry,  which  were  well 
received  by  the  audience.  He  thought  he  must  have 
been  placed  between  two  such  strong  men,  (Bros.  Thayer 
and  Bridge,)  who  were  to  speak  before  and  after  him,  to 

break  him  in,''  as  we  place  a  colt  between  two  strong 
horses.  His  position  was,  that  slavery  was  a  sm,  pure 
sin.  It  invaded  the  court,  the  pulpit,  and  the  legislative 
hall.  If  we  do  not  abolish  slavery,  slavery  will  abolish 
us.  It  is  sin  to  have  sympathy  with  it,  to  apologize  for 
it  —  even  to  be  silent  concerning  it.  It  stretched  its 
polluted  hand  towards  the  pulpit  —  he  hoped  that  hand 
would  be  smitten  with  the  leprosy.  He  enforced  these 
remarks  by  urging  the  inference,  that  if  slavery  be  so  sin- 
ful, how  great  the  sin  of  sending  men  back  into  slavery. 

Bro.  Coblcigh's  remarks  were  happily  expressed  in  an 
earnest,  Christian  spirit,  and  produced  a  very  favorable.„ 
effect. 

Bro.  Bridge  next  interested  the  meeting  by  some  stir- 
ring appeals  in  behalf  of  the  Anti-Slavery  cause.  He 
did  not  speak  as  a  pa7^ty  man.  He  meant  to  speak  and 
act,  at  all  times,  on  this  subject  as  a  Christian  minister. 
He  did  not  mean  to  invade  the  sphere  of  the  statesman, 
nor  politician,  but  he  must  judge  what  was  due  from  him 
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as  a  minister,  to  God  and  humanity,  and  that  he  meant  to 
do,  God  helping  him.  Bro.  Bridge  alluded  with  thrilling 
interest  to  the  removal  of  Sims,  and  his  whole  address 
added  greatly  to  the  happy  impression  that  had  been  made 
by  the  preceding  speakers. 

Father  E.  T.  Taylor  made  the  closing  remarks.  They 
were  full  of  wit,  poetry,  sarcasm,  ready  repartee,  severe 
denunciation,  and  no  little  acute,  if  not  satisfactory  rea- 
soning—  in  a  word,  it  was  Father  Taylor  throughout. 
He  held  the  assembly  spell-bound  for  half  an  hour,  after 
an  otherwise  long  service,  though  we  cannot  believe  thai 
five  persons  in  the  house  had  any  sympathy  with  his  sen- 
timents, which  were  in  opposition  to  those  which  the  other 
speakers  put  forth.  He  humorously  called  it  his  first 
abolition  speech. 


Friday  Morning^  April  25. 

Conference  opened  with  devotional  exercises,  conducted 
by  Bro.  Stone. 

The  first  item  of  interest  before  the  Conference  was  a 
full  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  Zion's  Herald.  Its  present 
issues  are  about  nine  thousand  copies  weekly.  Its  afiairs 
were  represented  to  be  in  a  favorable  condition,  though 
afforded  at  so  low  a  price  ;  its  receipts  about  meet  its  dis- 
bursements. Bro.  Stevens,  its  editor,  followed  the  report 
with  a  few  pertinent  remarks.  In  the  history  of  the 
Herald,  as  now  established,  there  had  been  three  marked 
periods.  When  it^was  involved  in  debt.  This  was  at  the 
time  of  its  purchase.  It  had  struggled  nobly  through 
that  difiiculty.  Next,  the  time  of  its  enlargement.  This 
was  a  step  involving  great  expense,  but  it  had  succeeded. 
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The  last  effort  at  advancement  was  the  reduction  of  the 
price.  There  might  be  one  more  period,  marked  by  the 
enlargement  of  the  dividends.  He  laid  much  emphasis 
upon  the  fact  that  the  New  England  Methodist  community 
were  somewhat  peculiar  ;  they  came  from  other  denomina- 
tional influences,  to  a  great  extent.  They  therefore 
needed  such  a  weekly  visitor  as  was  the  Herald,  to  assist 
in  educating  them  in  our  doctrines  and  discipline.  "  You 
preachers,"  the  speaker  added,  "  edit  it  to  some  extent. 
It  must  do  your  people  good.  The  work  of  editing  we 
feel  to  be  very  responsible ;  not  less,  even,  than  his  work 
who  occupies  the  Bishop's  chair."  The  morning  session 
closed  by  a  few  remarks  from  Prof.  True,  on  the  state  of 
the  Wesleyan  University.  It  had  a  large  Freshman  class, 
and  had  not  had  a  larger  number  of  students  for  many 
years.  They  were  encouraged,  but  needed  the  continued 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  preachers.  Dr.  Olin's  health 
had  been  unusually  good  until  lately.  It  was  hoped  his 
present  partial  prostration  would  be  only  temporary.  The 
late  newspaper  reports,  stating  that  one  of  the  Professors 
had  been  shot  by  a  student,  were  wholly  without  founda- 
tion. 

Addresses  were  delivered,  in  the  evening,  before  the 
Conference  Sunday  School  Union  Society.  Bro.  Denison 
made  the  opening  remarks.  He  spoke  briefly  upon  "  the 
relation  of  Sunday  Schools  to  Missions."  The  larger 
number  of  missionaries  were  from  Sunday  Schools.  They 
developed  advantageously  the  Christian  graces ;  they 
afford  occasion  for  home  missionary  work. 

Bro.  Dadman  spoke  upon  the  general  thought  that 
early  impressions  generally  govern  the  after  lifeP  It 
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was  presented  in  a  happy  manner,  rendered  impressive 
bj  many  striking  illustrations. 

Prof.  True  spoke  at  large  on  the  "  Relation  of  children 
to  the  doctrines  of  Salvation."  He  felt  for  the  "  babes 
in  Zion  "  only  when  he  thus  viewed  them,  in  their  two 
natures^  i.  e.,  as  related  to  Adam,  and  thus  fallen,  and  to 
Christ,  and  thus  redeemed.  He  closed  his  remarks  by 
several  interesting  illustrations.  The  whole  service 
passed  off  well. 


Saturday  morning^  April  26. 

The  first  item  of  interest  in  this  morning's  session  was 
Bishop  Janes'  address  to  the  candidates  for  deacon's 
orders.  They  were  understood  to  engage  to  keep  the 
moral  rules  of  the  bands.  While  they  engaged  not  to 
speak  "  too  loud,"  they  were  not  to  speak  too  low.  The 
text  should  be  heard.  "  Let  the  people  hear  what  the 
Lord  says.  Avoid  monotony ;  cultivate  your  manner  of 
speaking.  If  I  were  to  begin  my  ministry  again  I  would 
give  more  attention  to  this  subject.  It  would  be  favora- 
ble to  my  health  and  usefulness.  We  have  an  illustration 
of  the  great  importance  of  a  right  spirit  and  manner  in 
the  preacher,  in  the  character  of  Whitefield,  whose  re- 
mains are  interred  in  this  town.  Seek  a  natural  manner. 
In  your  pastoral  visits  seek  the  spiritual  good  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  not  merely  social  enjoyment." 

The  morning  session  closed  with  the  reading  by  Bishop 
Janes  of  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Bishop 
Hedding : — 

"  I  try  to  persuade  myself  that  I  am  better  in  health 
than  when  you  were  here  in  the  winter.     In  some  re- 
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spects  I  am  better,  in  others  not  so  well.  But  our 
Heavenly  Father's  will  is  my  will.  I  have  believed,  for 
more  than  fifty  years,  that  Providence  is  good  to  all 
God's  children,  even  in  all  its  dispensations.  But  I  have 
entered  into  a  deeper  experience  of  that  great  truth,  the 
winter  past,  than  I  ever  did  before. 

"  '  Good  is  Jehovah  in  the  rain  and  sunshine, 

Nor  less  his  goodness  in  the  storm  and  thunder ; 
Mercy  and  judgment  both  proceed  from  kindness, 
Infinite  kindness. 

Jehovah  Jireh  !   Oh,  what  a  name  ! 
How  he  provides  !  and  at  what  a  price  !  * 

"  *  His  dying  crimson,  like  a  robe, 

Spreads  o'er  his  body  on  the  tree ; 
Then  I  am  dead  to  all  the  globe, 
And  all  the  globe  is  dead  to  me.* 

Since  the  first  attack,  (28th  of  Dec.)  I  have  felt  no 
anxiety,  no  disturbance  from  within  or  from  without  —  all 
is  '  calm,  and  joy,  and  peace.'  But  how  is  it  so  ?  God 
has  done  it  —  no  one  else  in  the  universe  could  have  done 
it.  In  the  first  paroxyism,  when  the  winds  howled  and 
the  waves  roared,  and  the  deep  yawned,  my  Master 
said,  '  Peace,  be  still.'  And  every  day  and  every  night 
since,  the  Lord  has  been  with  me,  saying, 

"  'Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God  ! ' 

"E.  Hedding. 

^-  PouGHKEEPSiir,  April  23,  1851." 


Saturday  evening.  The  evening  service  consisted  of  a 
temperance  meeting,  held  in  the  "  old  South  church." 
The  audience  was  very  large.    Bev.  J.  H.  Twombly  first 
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adrlressed  the  meeting.  He  complimented  the  ladies  on 
their  uniform  interest  in  the  cause.  He  referred  to  the 
several  stages  of  the  temperance  reform,  and  to  the  fact 
of  the  recent  alarming  increase  of  intemperance.  The 
speaker  remarked,  that  for  the  success  of  the  cause  there 
should  be  :  First,  united  effort  among  the  friends  of  tem- 
perance. Secondly,  a  cultivation  of  a  better  taste  among 
its  advocates.  Thirdly,  we  must  take  a  more  sober  view 
of  the  moral  aspect  of  the  cause.  Fourthly,  we  must 
engage  in  fervent  prayer  for  God's  blessing.  Fifthly,  we 
'ought  to  cultivate  an  enlarged  viev,^  of  the  claims  of  tem- 
perance.   We  must  be  temperate  in  all  things. 

Father  E.  T.  Taylor  was  peculiarly  happy  in  his  re- 
marks on  the  occasion.  He  dehneated  the  drunkard,  and 
the  rumseller,  and  closed  with  "a  few  pertinent  remarks 
concerning  the  standard  of  moral  feeling  in  community 
on  this  subject. 


Sabbath^  April  27. 

The  public  service  commenced  at  8  1-2  o'clock,  by  a 
Love-feast.  It  was  opened  by  Father  Kilburn,  who  spoke 
feelingly  in  reference  to  his  departed  coadjutors,  and  of 
his  anticipations  of  speedily  ]ommg  them. 

Father  Willard  remarked  that  the  past  year  had  been 
the  best  of  his  ministry.  It  was  the  fiftieth,  and  of  course 
a  year  of  jubilee. 

Father  Peirce  said  he  had  earnestly  desired  to  be 
present  on  this  occasion,  for  he  did  not  expect  ever  to  be 
present  at  another  Conference  Love-feast.  He  had  tested 
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in  his  siclmess  the  excellence  of  the  doctrines  he  had 
preached. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Adams,  of  the  New  Hampshire  Conference, 
spoke  of  the  astonishing  increase  of  Methodism  since  his 
remembrance. 

Father  Taylor  made  his  affectionate  "salaam"  to 
Fathers  Pickering^  Merritt,  Peirce,  and  other  of  the 
fathers. 

Bro.  Dwight  remarked  that  he  had  been  saved  the  past 
year  from  sectarianism  by  reading  "  Christian  Union." 

Sister  Farrington,  one  of  the  first  missionaries  to  Af- 
rica, spoke  feelingly  of  her  love  -  for  the  world,  and  for 
holiness. 

The  whole  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  and  profit. 
Bishop  Janes  was  prevented  from  preaching  by  his  ex- 
treme exhaustion,  from  the  abundance  of  his  weekly 
labors.  Prof.  True  preached  in  the  Methodist  church  in 
the  morning  on  "  the  Resurrection,"  from  Job  xiv.  11-14, 
and  Bro.  J.  D.  Bridge  in  the  afternoon,  on  the  "  Chris- 
tian Ministry,"  from  1  Cor.  ix.  27.  Every  evangelical 
pulpit  in  town,  (excepting,  of  course,  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal,) and  many  in  the  vicinity,  were  occupied  by  Meth- 
odist clergymen.  The  utmost  Christian  courtesy  on  the 
part  of  other  denominations  has  prevailed  during  our  ses- 
sion. It  was  manifested  particularly  by  the  "  Old  South" 
Orthodox  Congregational  Society,  in  proffering  the  use  of 
their  house  to  the  Conference.  The  offer  was  no  less 
gratefully  received  because  it  was  not  found  necessary  to 
accept  it. 
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Monday  and  Tuesday^  April  28,  29. 

The  Conference  was  exclusively  occupied  in  business 
transactions,  the  result  of  which  may  be  gs^thered,  in  part, 
from  the  exhibits  in  these  Minutes. 

The  Missionary  Meeting  on  Monday  evening  was  ad- 
dressed by  brethren  Griswold,  Cox,  and  True.  The 
Treasurer  of  the  Conference  Society,  S.  Cushing,  pre- 
sented his  report.  It  showed  an  aggregate  of  about 
§6,000,  collected  during  the  year,  an  advance  of  60  per 
cent. 


Wednesday  morning^  April  30. 

Closing  exercises.  After  tbe  usual  devotional  exer- 
cises, the  Bishop  invited  any  member  to  make  such 
remarks  as  he  pleased. 

Father  Taylor  spoke  in  the  most  melting  manner  of  our 
fraternal  feeling  and  attachment  to  Methodism.  He  re- 
quested Bishop  Janes  to  bear  to  Bishop  Hedding .  an 
assurance  of  the  most  ardent  Christian  love  towards  him 
of  the  New  England  Conference.  The  Conference  con- 
curred in  this  request  by  a  rising  vote. 

Bishop  Janes  preceded  the  reading  of  the  Appoint- 
ments by  a  few  remarks.  He  suggested  (1.)  That  the 
preachers  get  their  pulpits  supplied  so  as  to  remain  to- 
gether during  the  Conference  Sabbath.  (2.)  Be  ready 
to  make  all  your  returns  first  day  of  the  Conference. 
He  read  his  reasons  for  continuing  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  the  districts.  We  call  the  attention  of  our 
readers  to  this  paper,  which  may  be  found  in  the  last 
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chapter  of  these  mmutes.  He  accompanied  them  with  a 
few  remarks  expressive  of  the  highest  regard  for  the  feel- 
ings and  wishes  of  the  people  and  Conference  on  this  sub- 
ject.   The  Appointments  were  then  read. 


CHAPTER  II. 

DIS;CIPLINAE  Y  QUESTIONS. 

Question  1.    Who  are  admitted  on  trial  ? 

Ans.  Daniel  Wait,  Edward  S.  Best,  Gilbert  Haven, 
Wm.  M.  Hubbard,  George  M.  Steele,  Fales  H.  Newhall, 
Jotham  Horten.  —  7. 

QuES.  2.    Who  remain  on  trial  ? 

Ans.  Wm.  S.  Studley,  Burtis  Judd,  0.  S.  Howg,  H. 
P.  Andrews,  Daniel  Ames,  A.  F.  Bailey,  Geo.  E.  Chap- 
man, Judah  Crosby,  D.  S.  Kilgore,.  Jarvis  Wilson.  —  10. 

QuES.  3.    Who  are  admitted  into  full  connection? 

Ans.  Geo.  Bowler,  S.  W.  Lewis,  J.  L.  Esty,  Daniel 
Steele.  —  4. 

QuES.  4.    Who  are  the  deacons  ? 

Ans.  John  Smith,  Henry  M.  Nichols,  William  Pen- 
tecost, John  G.  Cary,  Wm.  F.  Lacount,  John  C.  Ingalls. 
—  6. 

QuES.  5.    Who  have  been  elected  Elders? 
Ans.    John  Paulson,  Daniel  Steele.  —  2. 
QuES.  6.    Who  have  located  this  year  ? 
Ans.  None. 

QuES.  7.    Who  arc  the  supernumerary  preachers  ? 
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Ans.  J.  Ireson,  G.  "W.  Green,  John  C.  Ingalls,  D.  S. 
King,  B.  Paine.  —  5. 

QuES.  8.  Who  are  the  superannuated  or  worn-out 
preachers  ? 

Ans.  H.  p.  Hall,  B.  F.  Lambord,  F.  Nutting,  E.  P. 
Newell,  J.  Parker,  C.  Virgin,  R.  D.  Easterbrook,  E. 
Willard,  R.  Spaulding,  E.  Kibby,  S.  A.  Gushing,  A.  Tay- 
lor,  E.  Otis,  T.  W.  Tucker,  J.  Sanborn,  J.  M.  Merrill, 
J.  Whitman,  Jr.,  T.  C.  Pierce,  A.  A.  Cook,  T.  Marcy, 
D.  Kilbum,  N.  J.  Merrill,  T.  G.  Brown.  —  23. 

QuES.  9.  Who  have  been  expelled  from  the  connec- 
tion this  year  ? 

Ans.    Amos  Walton. 

QuES.  10.    Who  have  withdrawn  from  the  connection 
this  year  ? 
Ans.  None. 

QuES,  11.  Were  all  the  preachers'  characters  ex- 
amined ? 

Ans.  This  was  strictly  attended  to  by  calling  over 
their  names  before  the  Conference. 

QuES.  12.    Who  have  died  this  year  ? 
Ans.    W.  Bardwell. 

QuES.  13.  What  is  the  number  of  members,  and  what 
of  probationers,  in  society  ? 

Ans.  Members,  12,166  ;  Probationers,  1,538  ;  Local 
Preachers,  78.    (See  general  table.) 


stewards'  report. 

QuES.  14.    What  amounts  are  necessary  for  the  super- 
annuated preachers,  and   the  widows  and  orphans  of 
preachers,  and  to  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  those 
2* 
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wlio  have  noi  received  their  regular  allowance  on  their 
circuits  ? 

Ans.  Superannuated,  $6,842;  deficiencies  of  preach- 
ers, $2,423.  Total,  $8,765.  .  On  Boston  District,  $354  ; 
Charlestown  District,  $326  ;  Worcester  District,  $485; 
Westfield  District,  $1,258. 

QuES.  15.  What  has  been  collected  on  the  foregoing 
accounts,  and  how  has  it  been  applied  ? 

Receipts, 

From  the  Book  Concern,  $800  00 

Chartered  Fund,  90  00 

Lambert  Legacy,  8  34 

Ladies'  Preachers'  Aid  Society, 

E.  Boston,*  10  00 

Cash  from  last  year's  account,  1  19 

$909  58 

Disbursements, 


To  the  Bishops,         $61  70 

B.  F.  Lambord,  26  27 
E.  Kibby,  26  27 

C.  Virgin,  26  27 
E.  F.  Newell,  26  27 
E.  Willard,  26  27 
B.  Paine,  26  27 
E.  Otis,  26  27 
T.  W.  Tucker,  26  27 
A.  Taylor,  26  27 
N.  S.  Spaulding,  26  27 
H.  P.  Hall,  26  27 
R.  D.  Easterbrook,  26  27 


To  H.  M.  Bridge, 

S30 

62 

J.  M.  Merrill, 

33 

63 

J.  Parker, t 

26 

27 

W.  A.  Clapp, 

10 

00 

Widow  Fisk, 

13 

u 

"  Ransom, 

13 

14 

"  Bebee, 

13 

14 

"  Pickering, 

13 

14 

"  Steele, 

13 

14 

"  Smith, 

16 

29 

"  Dean, 
"  Clarke, 

16 

29 

23 

65 

,     "  Gilo, 

23 

65 

*  For  some  necessitous  case,  apjDrojDriatcd  to  W.  A.  Clapp. 
t  J.  Parker  relinquishes  his  claim  in  favor  of  K.  D.  Easterbrook. 
Several  other  brethren,  whose  names  do  not  appear  on  the  above  list, 
relinquished  theirs  in  favor  of  the  more  necessitous. 
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To  T.  C.  Peirce, 

$31 

56 

S     \  (inclTiTirr 

30 

52 

F.  Nutting, 

34  74 

J.  S.  Day" 

28 

88 

A.  A.  Cooke, 

31 

56 

B..  Spaulding, 

28 

38 

T.  Marcy, 

30 

52 

W.  Bardwell, 

30 

52 

To  Widow  Merrill, 
Palmel-, 
Mudge, 
Child  of  J.  Lee, 
Stationery,  &c., 
Cash  on  hand, 


Total, 

EDWARD  COOKE, 
M.  DWIGHT, 
W.  WARD, 
J.  PAULSON, 


$13 
13 
6 
3 
3 
1 


14 
14 

57 
18 
18 
20 


$909  53 


Stewards. 


QuES.  16.  What  has  been  contributed  for  the  sup- 
port of  missions  ?  w^hat  for  the  Sunday  School  Union  ? 
what  for  the  publication  and  circulation  of  tracts  ?  and 
what  to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  ? 

Ans.  MissionSy-  foreign  and  domestic,  $6,007.45 ; 
Sunday  School  Union,  $185.55;  American  Bible  Society, 
$372.08 

QuES.  17.  When  and  where  shall  our  next  Confer- 
ence be  held  ? 

Ans.    In  Chicopee,  April  14,  1852. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


OFFICERS  OF  CONFERENCE  SOCIETIES. 
GENERAL    MISSIONAEY  SOCIETY. 

THE  PRESIDINa  BISHOP,  President. 

J.*  R  BRIDGE,  }^^^^  PitESIDENTS. 

W.  R.  BAGNALL,  Secretary. 
Z.  A.  MUDGE,  Treasurer. 
Managers  —  S.  Gushing,  L  Marcy,  J.  A.  Adams,  J.  W. 
Dadman,  J.  W.  Lewis. 

DOMESTIC  missionary  SOCIETY. 

JEFFERSON  HASCALL,  President. 

A.  D.  SARGENT,) 

J.  DENISON,       VViCE  Presidents. 

F.  NUTTING,  ) 

T.  H.  MUDGE,  Secretary. 
J.  SHEPARD,  Treasurer. 
Managers  —  J.  Porter,  N.  K.  Skinner,  T.  Patten,  and 
Pearl  Martin,  Boston ;  and  Lee  Claflin,  Hopkinton. 


SABBATH   SCHOOL  SOCIETY. 

THE  PRESIDING  BISHOP,  President. 
D.  K.  BANNISTER,  Vice  President. 
JOHN  T.  PETTEE,  Secretary. 
WM.  A.  BRAMAN,  Treasurer. 
Managers  —  E.  Cook,  C.  Field,  G.  Dunbar,   H.  E. 
Hempstead,  D.  E.  Chapin. 


27 


NEW  ENGLAND  CONFERENCE   ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 

JAMES  POETEE,  President. 
WM.  H.  HATCH,  Vice  President. 
N.  E.  COBLEIGH,  Secretary. 

Managers. — J.  J).  Bridge,  J.  W.  Perkins,  L.  Crow- 
ell,  J.  S.  LovELAND,  W.  Wood. 


CHAPTER  V. 

REPORTS  AND  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  Committee  on  Preachers'  Aid  Society  make  the 
following  report  for  the  year  1850  and  1851.  It  was 
voted  last  Conference  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars.  This  was  apportioned  to  the  four  Districts  in  the 
following  manner :  — 


Boston  District, 
Charlestown  District, 
Worcester 
Westfield 


$600 
600 
500 
300 
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The  whole  sum  raised  by  the  several  stations  and  from 
preachers'  annual  subscriptions,  as  seen  in  the  accom- 
panying paper,  is  $1,766.89,  of  which  $1,674.89  was 
from  the  stations,  and  $92  the  subscriptions  of  preachers. 


Boston  District  raised 
Charlestown  District  raised, 
Worcester 
Westfield 

Preachers'  Subscriptions, 


Assessment  for  Boston  District  was 
Charlestown  District, 
Worcester 
Westfield 


$600 
600 
500 
300 


S605  21 
569  52 
899  91 
100  25 
92  00 

S1766  89  ' 

Excess,   $5  21 
Deficit,    30  48 
100  09 
199  75 


This  shows  a  total  deficit  on  the  Districts  of  $325.11. 

If  we  add  to  the  sum  raised  on  the  Districts  and  from 

preachers'  subscriptions,  three  sums  contained  in  the 

Treasurer's  Annual  Report,  viz  :   $10  given  by  Rev.  B. 

Payne ;   $7.97  from  the  stewards  of  Bromfield  St. 

Church;  and  donations  of  $8.26,  we  have,  for  the  sum 

total  of  the  year,  $1,793.11,  being  an  advance  of 

$282.44  on  the  sums  raised  in  the  previous  year. 

• 

The  following  appropriations  have  been  made  during 
the  past  year ;  — 
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C.  Virgin, 

$  75 

T.  W.  Tucker, 

$100 

E.  Kibby, 

100 

A.  Taylor, 

25 

B.  F.  Lambord, 

100 

Wm.  Bardwell, 

100 

T.  C.  Peirce, 

100 

A.  A.  Cook, 

60 

R.  D.  Easterbrook, 

100 

B.  F.  Newell, 

50 

E.  Willard, 

75 

J.  M.  Merrill, 

60 

J.  S.  Day, 

75 

Widow  Gile, 

50 

F.  Nutting, 

40 

"  Dean, 

25 

H.  M.  Bridge, 

90 

"  Palmer, 

50 

T.  Marcy, 

40 

"  Steele, 

50 

S.  A.  Gushing, 

*  50 

"  Clarke, 

60 

H.  P.  Hall, 

80 

Total, 

$1560 

Being  $50.47  more  than  the  amount  stated  in  the  min- 
utes as  raised  the  previous  jear. 


The  Committee  would  propose  the  following  resolutions 
for  adoption : 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  Conference  raise  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  to  meet  the  claims  of  the  necessitous, 
superannuated,  and  sick  preachers,  widows  and  orphans, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  Presiding  Elders  of  the  several 
Districts  be  a  Committee  to  apportion  to  each  District  the 
sum  to  be  raised  within  its  bounds. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  District  Stewards  be  a  Com- 
mittee to  apportion  to  the  several  societies  their  part  of 
the  sum  set  to  their  Districts,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Presiding  Elders  to  see  that  this  arrangement  is 
faithfully  executed. 

4.  Resolved^  That  we  pledge  ourselves  to  use  our 
utmost  endeavors  to  raise  the  sums  that  shall  be  appor- 
tioned to  our  several  charges. 

6.  Resolved^  That  the  preachers  stationed  in  Boston 
3* 
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be  a  Committee  to  whom  application  shall  be  made  for  aid 
from  the  funds  of  the  Preachers'  Aid  Society. 

6.  Resolved^  That  while  cases  of  urgent  need  on  the 
part  of  young  men  should  meet  with  early  attention,  we 
recommend  that  discrimination  should  be  used  by  this 
Committee,  and  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  P.  A, 
Society,  in  favor  of  those  whose  long  and  faithful  services 
in  the  church  entitle  them  to  our  special  attention  and 
sympathy. 

LoRANus  Crowell,  Scc'y. 


KESOLUTIONS  FROM  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

1.  Resolved^  That,  wherever  practicable,  we  will  es- 
tablish a  monthly  missionary  prayer-meeting  or  lecture  in 
each  church,  at  which  we  will  disseminate  missionary  in- 
telligence, and  receive  missionary  contributions. 

2.  Resolved^  That  we  will  heartily  recommend  the 
circulation  of  our  Missionary  Advocate,  and  that  we  will 
endeavor  to  extend  the  same  as  the  best  means  of  fur- 
nishing the  Church  with  missionary  intelligence. 

3.  Resolved^  That  the  annual  missionary  collections  and 
subscriptions  shall  be  taken  in  each  church  and  congrega- 
tion between  the  months  of  October  and  April,  and  that 
we  advise  each  Pastor  to  preach  a  sermon  on  the 
occasion. 

4.  Resolved^  That,  with  the  advice  of  the  mission 
committee  provided  for  in  the  Discipline  to  aid  us  as  pas- 
tors, or  the  managers  of  any  efficient  Missionary  Society, 
we  will  appoint  missionary  collectors  in  each  charge. 

5.  Resolved^  That  the  Managers  of  the  Conference 
Missionary  Society  make  timely  arrangements  for  its  anni- 
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versary  at  each  annual  session,  by  securing  speakers  at 
least  three  months  before  hand. 

6.  Hesolvedy  That  the  Sunday  School  is  a  powerful 
auxiliary  to  the  Missionary  cause. 

7.  Resolved^  That  we  request  the  Superintendents 
and  Teachers  of  our  Sunday  Schools  to  organize  them  into 
auxiliary  Missionary  Societies,  wherever  practicable,  and 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  they  may  judge 
suitable. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  DENISON, 
I.  A.  SAVAGE,  1  p 
P.  WOOD  Committee. 

s!  PUTNAM, 


•  BIBLE  REPORT. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  re- 
port :  — 

In  the  published  minutes  of  the  N.  E.  Conference  for 
the  last  year,  we  find  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved^  That,  inasmuch  as  our  country  has  truly  be- 
come the  asylum  of  the  poor  of  all  nations,  speaking  over 
twenty  different  languages,  we  will  use  every  effort  in  our 
power  to  raise  funds  to  aid  in  the  printing  and  distributing 
^  of  the  Bible  throughout  our  own  country  and  the  world  ; 
and  that  we  will  preach  and  present  the  claims  of  the 
Bible  cause,  and  the  wants  of  the  Anierican  Bible  Socie- 
ty, to  our  people  in  all  our  stations  and  circuits,  and  take 
collections,  or  raise  funds  in  some  other  way,  and  pay  the 
same  over  to  some  auxiliary,  or  to  an  accredited  agent  of 
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the  American  Bible  Society,  and  that  we  reiterate  our 
former  resolutions,  by  inviting  the  agent  of  the  American 
Bible  Society  to  come  and  present  the  claims  of  said  So- 
ciety to  our  people. 

In  carrying  out  this  resolution,  we  find  that  out  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  appointments  in  the  Conference, 
only  fifty-three  have  reported  any  collection  for  this  cause, 
leaving  seventy-three  deficient. 

Reckoning  the  deficiencies  by  districts,  the  following 
results  appear: — 

On  Boston  district  12  stations  have  taken  collections 
and  17  are  deficient. 

On  Charlestown  district,  17  have  taken  them,  and  13 
are  deficient. 

On  Worcester  district,  18  have  taken  them,  and  14  are 
deficient. 

On  Westfield  district,  6  have  taken  them,  and  21  are 
deficient. 

The  average  amount  paid  per  station,  is, 


On  Boston  district,  $4  14 

On  Charlestown  district,  4  21 

On  Worcester  district,  3  35 

On  Westfield  district,  55 

The  whole  amount  paid  is  as  follows  : 

Boston  district,  $120  07 

Charlestown  district,  126  51 

On  Worcester  district,  106  35 

On  Westfield  district,  19  25  ^ 


Making  a  total  of  $372  18 
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Your  Committee  can  but  think  that  the  above  sum  is 
far  short  of  what  we  ought  to  raise  for  this  noble  cause, 
and  submit  the  following  resolutions  to  the  Conference  : — 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  American  Bible  Society,  by  its 
noble  benevolence  and  catholicity,  in  giving  the  Word  of 
God  to  the  poor  of  our  own  land,  and  in  generously  aiding 
the  various  Missionary  Societies,  our  own  in  particular,  in 
disseminating  it  in  other  and  heathen  lands,  has  endeared 
itself  to  every  Christian  heart. 

2.  Resolved^  That  the  ensuing  year  we  will  not  merely 
resolve  to  take  collections  for  this  object,  but  will  do  it. 

H.  BROWNSON, 
J.  S.  LOVBLAND, 
D.  E.  CHAPIN. 


EEPORT  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 

Your  Committee  has  endeavored  to  take  such  a  survey 
of  the  Sunday  School  operations  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Conference  as  their  means  have  allowed.  In  comparing 
the  statistical  returns  of  this  with  those  of  the  last  year, 
they  have  noticed  several  facts  to  which  they  wish  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Conference.  The  number  of  conver- 
sions has  increased  about  20  per  cent.  The  number  of 
schools  has  slightly  advanced.  The  amount  of  benevolent 
collections  has  declined.  In  examining  the  summary  of 
the  state  of  the  Parent  Society,  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular addressed  to  the  Conference,  the  Committee  are  sur- 
prised at  the  exhibition  of  the  following  fact :  our  collec- 
tions for  the  purposes  of  the  Society  have  been  small  and 
vacillating.    In  six  years  we  have  raised  about  $1,000. 
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The  second  year  of  these  collections  ^Ye  raised  $223, 
"which  sum  we  have  never  exceeded  by  the  collection  of 
any  subsequent  year.  Your  Committee  cannot  resist  the 
conviction,  arising  from  the  above  statement,  and  from  the 
information  on  the  same  point,  obtained  from  the  "min- 
utes," that  a  small  minority  only  of  the  appointments 
take  the  Sunday  School  Union  collection. 

Accompanying,  is  a  summary  of  the  statistical  returns. 


Summary  in  the  Districts, 


Boston 

Cha'town  1 

Worcester  j 

Westfield 

jAggre- 

District. 

District.  ) 

District.  | 

District. 

1  gate. 

Number  of  Schools, 

27 

35 

29 

35 

126 

Officers  and  Teachers, 

627 

679 

446 

358 

2110 

Scholars, 

3433 

4574 

3087 

2022 

13116 

Number  of  Volumes, 

9662 

9099 

8393 

5750 

32904 

No.  of  Bible  Classes, 

80 

127 

124 

86 

417 

Scholars  in  Inf.  Classes 

648 

880 

368 

58 

1954 

Expenses  of  School, 

$729  53 

565  14 

464  83 

217  58 

1977  08 

Amount  raised  for  Be- 

nevolent purposes,  * 
Number  of  S.  School 

$167  53 

125  27 

80  54 

2  08 

381  42 

Advocates, 

939 

1295 

765 

752 

3751 

Conversions, 

130 

157 

190 

86 

563 

"   Respectfully  submitted. 

Z.  A.  MUDGE, 
E.  A.  MANNING, 
D.  SHERMAN. 


TEMPERANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  submit  the  following  as 
their  report. 

Whereas,  anciently,  while  men  slept,  an  enemy  sowed 
tares  ;  so,  now,  while  the  friends  of  Temperance  are  inac- 
tive and  asleep,  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  cause,  by 
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their  various  manoeuvres,  tricks,  and  deceptions,  seek  to 
perpetuate  and  increase  the  evils  of  intemperance  : 

Resolved^  That  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all 
the  friends  of  sobriety  and  humanity  should  maintain  a 
sleepless  vigilancv^  and  untiring  activity,  to  prevent 
the  increase  of  these  evils,  and  do  away  those  which 
now  exist. 

Whereas,  In  the  vision  of  the  Prophet,  when  one  horn 
of  the  monster  was  broken,  by  the  recuperative  energies 
of  the  beast  other  horns  were  produced  ;  so  the  monster 
intemperance,  when  the  traflSc  was  interfered  with  and 
restricted  by  legal  enaetments,  developed  other  malignant 
features  and  diabolical  qualities  ;  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  all  who  love  God  and  their  race  should 
give  line  upon  line  upon  the  immorality  of  the  traffic  and 
use  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage,  u]:itil  such  a  state 
of  moral  principle  and  feeling  is  produced  as  will  carry 
death  to  the  heart  of  this  terrible  beast. 

Resolved^  That,  as  administrators  of  the  discipline  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  it  becomes  us  to  enforce  that  rule 
which  prohibits  "  drinking  spirituous  liquors,  unless  in 
cases  of  extreme  necessity,"  upon  the  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  as  we  do  our  other  general  rules. 

(Amended  by  the  addition  of  the  following  resolutions.) 

Whereas,  true  temperance  Implies  a  total  abstinence 
from  all  things  injurious  to  health,  and  only  a  moderate  or 
proper  use  of  those  things  which  promote  it,  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  while  we  advocate  and  practise  total 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  liquors,  we  will  also  every- 
where, by  example,  and  on  all  suitable  occasions,  by  pre- 
cept, discountenance  the  use  of  tobacco,  except  when  pre- 
scribed by  a  physician. 
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Resolved^  That,  as  ministers  and  philanthropists;  we 
will  use  our  best  endeavors  to  advance  the  principles  of 
the  above  resolutions. 


Newburyportj  April  25,  1851. 


EEPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  ZION'S  HERALD. 

The  report  of  the  Boston  Wesleyan  Association,  con- 
taining an  historical  sketch  of  the  Herald,  from  its  origin 
to  the  present  time,  was  submitted  to  the  Committee. 
From  this  we  learn  that  it  is  the  oldest  Methodist  news- 
paper in  the  world.  It  has  passed  through  some  trying 
vicissitudes  to  a  condition  more  prosperous  than  at  any 
former  period,  and  to  a  commanding  position  among  the 
religious  journals  of  this  country.  As  a  family  religious 
newspaper,  we  regard  it  as  unsurpassed.  As  an  organ 
of  the  church,  in  promoting  her  educational,  moral  and 
evangelical  enterprises,  it  is  eminently  efficient ;  and  in 
respect  to  the  moral  movements  and  questions  of  the  age 
it  breathes  the  characteristic  spirit  of  New  England 
Methodism,  which,  we  believe,  is  at  once  decidedly  con- 
servative and  wisely  progressive.  Your  Committee  oflfer 
the  following  resolutions  :  — 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  present  state  of  the  moneyed 
interests  of  the  Herald,  considering  its  reduced  price,  is 
regarded  as  in  a  highly  favorable  condition ;  and  that 
the  excellent  Association  which  has  managed  it  through 
its  various  stages  deserves  from  this  Conference  great 
commendation. 
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2.  Resolved^  That  the  interests  of  the  church,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  our  work,  require  a  vehicle  like  the 
Herald  to  bear  the  -workings  of  its  heart  and  head  to  the 
world  as  an  index  of  the  state  of  Methodism  and  as  a 
means  of  promoting  Its  welfare. 

3.  Resolved^  That,  in  order  to  make  it  as  successful 
an  instrument  of  good  as  it  might  be,  both  as  a  religious 
and  fiscal  means,  we  must  combine,  with  the  unwearied 
exertions  of  the  agent  and  the  editor,  our  own  strongest 
efforts  to  extend  its  circulation  among  our  people  —  and 
that,  in  the  coming  year,  we  will,  by  the  blessing  of 
providence,  increase  our  exertions  thus  to  do. 


KEPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHAPEL  FUND 
COLLECTIONS. 

The  Committee  on  the  Chapel  Fund  have ,  received 
moneys  from  the  following  places : 

Hanover  Street,  Boston,  $9  34 
Church       "        "  6  33 
South        "     Lynn,  ^    1  75 
Amount  left  in  the  hands  of  A.  D. 
Sargent,  last  year,  by  Confer- 
ence, 5  00 

$22.42 


4 


H.  E.  HEMPSTEAD. 
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BEPORT    OF    MONEY    COLLECTED   FOR  WESLEYAN 
EDUCATION  SOCIETY. 


Koxbury,  |5  00 

Hanover  Street,  Boston,  10  08 

Bromfield  Street,  10  00 

E.  T.  Taylor,  5  00 

B.  K.  Peirce,  5  00 


$35  08 
J.  CUMMINGS,  Committee. 

SLAVERY. 

1.  Resolved^  That  the  system  of  American  Slavery, 
is  a  vile  embodiment  of  iniquity,  "  the  sum  of  all 
villainies." 

2.  That  it  is  sinful  to  give  this  system  any  support, 
either  by  justifying  it,  apologizing  for  it,  sympathizing  with 
it,  or  by  neglecting  to  oppose  it  in  all  Christian  and  consti- 
tutional ways. 

3.  That  when  the  legislation  of  a  country  involves 
great  moral  principles,  and  hazards  the  dearest  rights  of 
the  poor  and  defenceless,  the  charge  of  meddUng  with 
subjects  foreign  to  their  sacred  calling  does  not  lie  against 
those  Christian  ministers  who,  on  proper  occasions,  mildly 
but  firmly  discuss  such  measures,  and  labor  to  correct 
such  legislation. 
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The  Committee  on  Slavery  accompanied  their  report  by 
a  petition  to  the  Senate  of  our  State  in  reference  to  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  which  was  numerously  signed  by  the  ^ 
members  of  the  Conference. 

To  the  Simorahle  the  Senate  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts, 

This  Petition  of  more  than  one  hundred  Clergymen  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Massachusetts  humbly 
represents, 

That,  in  their  judgment,  the  law  of  the  United  States, 
known  as  the  "  Fugitive  Slave  Law,"  imposes  upon  the 
citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  duties  which  are  incompati- 
ble with  the  obligations  and  charities  of  the  Christian 
religion. 

That  it  endangers  the  liberty  of  many  of  their  colored 
Christian  brethren^  and  in  its  execution  would  disperse  and 
destroy  nearly  entire  churches,  heretofore  in  peaceful 
communion  with  their  denomination,  in  various  parts  of 
the  land  —  churches  which  are  composed  largely  of  fugi- 
tives from  oppression,  who  have  been  upright  citizens  for 
many  years,  and  have,  since  their  escape  from  bondage, 
married  and  raised  up  families,  which  must  be  involved  in 
insupportable  calamities  by  the  enforcement  of  this  op- 
pressive statute.  That  the  above  mentioned  statute  and 
the  proceedings  already  had  under  it  in  this  Common- 
wealth have  -tended  to  the  demoralization  of  the  public 
mind,  and  it  is  such  a  law  as  the  founders  of  the  Common- 
wealth would  have  disdained,  and  our  fathers  of  the  last 
generation  rendered  nugatory,  not  by  violent  resistance^ 
but  by  a  salutary  public  sentiment,  and  that  personal  vir- 
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tue  and  self-respect  which  would  not  allow  them  to  incur 
the  deep  degradation  of  being  accessary  to  its  execution. 

That  the  said  law,  and  the  proceedings  had  under  it, 
are  leading  to  acrimonious  and  unhealthful  excitement 
and  discussions,  and  to  the  common  utterance  of  language 
and  opinions  on  subjects  of  liberty,  slavery,  and  hu- 
manity, which  show  a  lamentable  degeneracy  from  the 
most  sacred  sentiments  and  traditions  of  freedom  and 
morality  transmitted  to  us  from  our  ancestors — language 
and  opinions  which  put  the  interests  of  mammon  and  par- 
ty in  contrast  with  and  in  preference  to  the  highest  virtues 
that  can  dignify  States  and  ennoble  individual  man. 

That  the  law  and  the  proceedings  had  under  it  are,  by 
their  incompatibility  with  the  humanity  and  moral  sense 
of  the  people,  endangering  the  popular  reverence  for  law 
and  the  officers  of  justice.  That,  above  all,  they  are 
leading  to  a  serious  if  not  blasphemous  disparagement  of 
the  reverence  which  is  due  to  the  supreme  law  of 
Almighty  God,  without  which  there  is  no  safe  protection 
for  society,  and  no  salutary  education  for  our  youth. 

Your  petitioners  humbly  represent  that  the  pernicious 
consequences  of  this  deplorable  law  have  reached  a 
degree  of  exasperation  which  should  excite  the  solicitude 
of  all  good  citizens,  and  especially  of  public  men ;  and 
your  petitioners  do,  as  public  teachers  of  religion,  and 
guardians  of  the  moral  sentiments  of  the  people,  deem  it 
their  duty  to  appeal  to  your  honorable  body,  praying  you 
to  do  what  you  can,  consistently  with  your  obligations  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  to  prevent  further 
harm  to  the  moral  sense  and  ancient  honor  of  the  State  - 
of  Massachusetts  from  the  causes  herein  mentioned  ;  and 
your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 
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EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  educational 
institutions  under  the  charge  of  the  Conference  are  in  a 
healthy  and  promising  condition. 

WESLEYAN  UNIVERSITY. 

We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Wesleyan 
University  a  financial  exhibit  of  this  institution  for  the 
year  ending  July,  1850,  which  is  herewith  submitted,  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  income  for  the  year  lias 
slightly  exceeded  the  expenses.  We  have  also  been  in- 
formed by  Professor  Tfue  that  the  number  of  students  is 
now  larger  than  usual,  and  that  the  character  of  the 
young  men  at  the  University  fully  sustains* its  former 
reputation. 

BIBLICAL  INSTITUTE. 

The  committee  have  received  a  communication  from 
Professor  S.  M.  Vail,  respecting  the  afiairs  of  the  Insti- 
tute, which  has  also  been  read  to  the  Conference.  It  re- 
presents the  condition  of  the  Institute  as  prosperous, 
at  present,  and  as  promising  much  for  the  future. 

WESLEYAN  ACADEMY. 

We  have  received  no  formal  report  from  this  Institution, 
but  learn  from  inquiry  that  it  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  with  prospects  of  increased  facilities  and  enlarged 
usefulness.  Its  property  at  East  Cambridge  has  been 
sold  for  $5,600,  and  from  the  avails  of  this  sale  and  of 
subscriptions  from  various  persons  a  new  academy  bull- 
ing is  to  be  immediately  erected,  and  alterations  and  im- 
4* 
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provements  are  to  be  made  in  the  boarding  houses.  We 
recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolutions :  — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  a 
written  report  of  the  financial  and  other  interests  of  the 
Wilbraham  Academy  be  annually  presented  to  the 
Conference. 

Resolved^  That  the  fourth  Thursday  in  February  be 
observed  as  a  concert  for  prayer  for  colleges  and  schools, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Education 
call  attention  to  this  observance  in  the  Herald. 

J.  CUMMINGS,  Chairman, 
W.  R.  BAGNALL,  Secretary. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ISTEW  ENGLAND    CONFERENCE  APPOINTMENTS, 

BOSTON  DISTRICT. 
Jefferson  Hascall   .   .   .   Presiding  Elder. 

Boston,  Hanover  St. — Joseph  Cummings. 
"  Brornfield  St, — Isaac  A.  Savage. 
"     Church  St. — Loranus  Crowell. 

«     North  Russell  /SSf.— Nelson  E.  Cobleigh ;  D.  S.  King,  Sup. 

"     Meridian  St. — James  Porter. 

"      Centenary  Church — Edward  Cook. 

"     Suffolk  /S^.— Thomas  Street. 

"     Mariners'  C^wrcy^— Edward  T.  Taylor. 
Chelsea — William  Rice. 
ftoxbury — Mark  Trafton. 
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Dorchester — Aaron  D.  Sargent. 
Neponset — Willard  Smith. 
Quincy  Point — To  be  supplied. 
Dedham — Kinsman  Atkinson. 
Walpole — Edward  A.  Manning. 
Newton  Upper  Falls— ^imon  Putnam.. 
East  Needham — To  be  supplied. 
Natick  and  Needham — Jotham  Horton. 
"  Saxonville — John  T.  Pettee. 
Holliston — Joseph  Denison. 
Hopkinton — T.  Willard  Lewis. 
Milford — Charles  W.  Ainsworth. 
Mendon — Charles  S.  Macreading. 
Farnumsville — To  be  supplied. 
New  England  Village — To  be  supplied. 
Boylston — To  be  supplied. 
Clinton — George  Bowler. 
Lunenburg — John  S.  Day. 
Toumsend — Samuel  Tupper. 
Marlboro'  and  Harvard — Franklin  Fisk. 
Sudbury — To  be  supplied. 
Assobet  Village — George  W.  Frost. 
House  of  Industry  and  Reformation — Henry  V.  Degen. 
Wesleyan  University — Charles  K.  True,  Professor. 

CHARLESTOWN  DISTRICT. 

Amos  Binney  Presiding  Elder, 

Charlestown,  High  St. — Henry  E.  Hempstead. 

"       Union  Church — James  S.  Loveland. 
Cambridge,  East — John  W.  Merrill. 

Harvard  St. — Charles  Adams. 
^      Harvard  Square — To  be  supplied. 
Watertown — Mosely  Dwight. 
Waltham — George  W.  Bates. 
Weston — Howard  C.  Dunham. 
Lowell,  St.  PauVs — Gershom  F.  Cqx. 

"     Worthen        Isaac  J.  P.  Collyer. 
Lynn,  Common  St. — J.  Augustus  Adams. 
Union  /S^.— Chester  Field. 
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Lynn^  Willow  St. — Daniel  Richards. 

"   South  St. — George  Dunbar. 

"    Maple  aS^.— Mark  Staple. 

"    Nahant — To  be  supplied. 
Saugus — Daniel  K.  Bannister. 
Salem — Luman  Boyden. 
Marhlehead — To  be  supplied. 
Danvers — To  be  supplied. 
Gloucester  Harbor — Jarvis  Wilson. 

"      Parish — Augustus  F.  Bailey. 
Ipswich — James  Shepard. 
Newhuryport^  Liberty  St. — John  W.  Perkins. 

"         Adelphi  St. — William  Gordon. 
Topsjield — John  G.  Gary. 
Groveland — To  be  supplied. 
North  Andover — Ichabod  Marcy.  ' 
Ballard  Vale — Oliver  S.  Howe. 
Melrose — William  H.  Hatch. 

Maiden — William  S.  Studley,  John  C.  Ingalls,  Sup. 
Medford — Abraham  D.  Merrill. 

Woburn — To  be  supplied. 

Chelsea  Point — -To  be  supplied. 
South  Reading — To  be  supplied. 

WORCESTER  DISTRICT. 
Phineas  Crandall    .   .   .    Presiding  Elder. 

Worcester^  Park  St. — Zachariah  A.  Mudge. 

"      Laurel  St. — Cyrus  L.  Eastman. 
Leicester  and  New  Worcester — Damon  Y.  Kilgore. 
Princeton — Jeremiah  L.  Hanaford 
Rutland — John  Ricketts. 
Holden — To  be  supplied. 
Fitchburg — Joseph  W.  Lewis. 
Leominster — Daniel  Steele. 
Ashburnham — Moscs  P.  Webster, 
Winchendon — Philander  Wallingford. 
So.  Royalston — Jonathan  L.  Estey. 
Phillipston — William  A.  Clapp. 
Templeton — To  be  supplied. 
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Huhbardston — Burtis  Judd. 
Barre  and  Oakham — Increas_e  B.  Bigelow. 
Hardwick — Horace  Moulton. 
Spencer — William  M.  Mann. 
Brookfield — David  L.  Winslow. 
North  Brookfield — To  be  supplied. 
Ware  Village — Windsor  Ward. 
Thomdike — To  be  supplied. 

Three  Rivers  and  Palmer  Depot — James  W.  Mo  wry. 

South  Bdchei'town — Newell  S.  Spaulding. 

Wales — To  be  supplied. 

Monson — John  W.  Dadman. 

Wilbraham  and  Jenksville — Stephen  Gushing. 

South-  Wilbraham — William  R.  Stone. 

Ludlow — To  be  supplied. 

Charlton — To  be  supplied. 

Southhridge — William  R.  Bagnall. 

Z)m6/Z^— William  B.  Olds. 

Webster — Daniel  E.  Chapin,  Benjamin  Paine,  Sup. 
Oxford — Converse  L.  McCurdy,  J.  Ireson,  Sup. 
^fillbury — Willia^A.  Braman. 
Whitinsville — Hezekiah  P.  Andrews. 
Shrewsbury — David  Sherman. 

Wilbraham  Academy — Miner  Raymond,  Principal,  Pales  H.  Newhall, 
and  George  M.  Steele,  Teachers. 

SPRINGFIELD  DISTRICT. 

Charles  Baker    ....    Presiding  Elder. 

Springfield,  Union  St. — Francis  A.  Griswold. 

"      Pyncheon  St. — Jonathan  D.  Bridge. 
Chicopee — Lorenzo  R.  Thayer. 

"      i^a//s— Charles  Noble. 
South  Hadley  Falls — Thomas  H.  Mudge. 
West  Springfield — John  Cadwell,  Geo.  W.  Green,  Sup. 
Feeding  Hills  and  Agawam — Ephraim  Scott. 
WestJield—:5o\ixi  H.  Twombly. 

"     West  Pans/i—Edward  S.  Best. 
Southwick — To  be  supplied. 
Blandford — Henry  M.  Bridge. 

iVbrfA— Pliny  Wood. 
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Chester  Factories  and  Village — George  E.  Chapman. 

Montgomery — To  be  supplied. 

Southampton — William  Pentecost. 

Northampton — Gilbert  Haven. 

Leeds — To  be  supplied. 

Williamshurgh — Henry  M.  Nichols. 

Chesterfield — John  Smith. 

Cummington — To  be  supplied. 

Savoy — To  be  supplied. 

Charlemont — David  K.  Merrill. 

Rowe — To  be  supplied. 

Colerain — William  M.  Hubbard. 

Leyden — To  be  supplied. 

Shelburne  Falls — To  be  supplied. 

BucJcland — Algernon  S.  Flagg. 

Greenfield — ^John  Paulson. 

Gill — To  be  supplied. 

South  Deerfield — William  F.  Lacount. 

South  Amherst  and  North  Belchertown — Daniel  Wait. 

Granby — To  be  supplied. 

Pelham — Judah  Crosby. 

Lode's  Pond — To  be  supplied. 

Prescott — To  be  supplied. 

Enfield — Daniel  Ames. 

American  Bible  Society  Agents — H.  Brownson  anid  Jonas  M.  Clark. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

MEMOIRS. 

The  Committee  on  Memoirs  would  report  that  Rev. 
William  Bardwell  died  joyfully  and  triumphantly  in  God, 
at  Leeds,  Northampton,  March  27th,  1851. 

He  was  born  at  Whately,  Massachusetts,  in  1814,  and 
was  converted  to  God,  in  that  town,  at  the  age  of  17. 
A  few  months  after  his  conversion  he  joined  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church  in  Williamsburg.  At  the  age  of  21,  he 
commenced  his  preparatory  course  at  Wilbraham,  and 
graduated  at  the  Wesleyan  University  in  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, in  August,  1842.  He  joined  the  New  England 
Conference  in  1844,  and  was  appointed  to  the  following 
stations,  viz. :  West  Brookfield  and  Warren,  in  1844 ; 
Charlemont,  in  1845-6  ;  at  Chesterfield,  1847-8  ;  and  at 
Pelham,  in  1849.  Soon  after  his  appointment  at  Pelham 
his  health  failed,  and  pulmonary  consumption  commenced 
its  fearful  work.  His  decline  was  gradual,  and  though, 
during  his  sickness,  he  often  fondly  hoped  for  returning 
health,  so  that  he  might  do  something  more  for  God,  yet 
when  death  came  he  was  prepared.  He  was  calm,  and 
not  only  calm  but  happy.  With  his  emaciated  hand  and 
enfeebled  nerves,  he  penned  his  own  rich  experience  of  the 
grace  of  God,  and  left  an  attestation  of  his  full  belief  in  the 
doctrines  he  had  preached.  He  sought  and  obtained  the 
solemn  pledge  from  many  who  came  to  his  bedside  that  they 
would  seek  religion  and  try  to  meet  him  in  heaven.  Brother 
Bardwell's  talents  as  a  preacher  were  no  more  than  ordi- 
nary, but  as  a  pastor  few  have  equalled  him.  He  was  a 
good  man,  ardent  and  successful  in  carrying  forward  the 
benevolent  operations  of  the  Church,  and  well  do  we 
know  that  his  name  is  dear  in  the  afieetions  of  many 
where  he  labored. 

I.  MARCY. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 

MISCELLANY— VISITOKS  TO  LITERARY  INSTITUTIONS. 

WESLEYAN  UNIVERSITY. 
Visitors.  Reserves. 
Rev.  a.  F.  Cox,  Rev.  Z.  A.  Mudge, 

"     M.  Trafton,  J.  A.  Adams, 

"     I.  Maxey.  M.  S.  Rice,  Esq. 


BIBLICAL  INSTITUTE. 


Visitors. 
Rev.  W.  R.  Bagnall, 
"    J.  H.  Twombly. 


Reserves. 
Rev.  J.  D.  Bridge, 
C.  Field,  - 
E.  Cooke. 


WESLEYAN  ACADEMY. 


Rev.  L.  Crowell, 
"    L.  R.  Thayer, 
"    C.  Baker, 
"    H.  V.  Degen, 
"    W.  M.  Mann, 


Daniel  Steele, 


Pearl  Martin,  Esq.,  Boston, 
Nath.  Eldridge.  Esq.,  Spencer, 
Asa  P.  Rand,  Esq.,  Westfield, 
F.  Skinner,  Esq.,  Worcester, 
J.  C.  Lane,  Esq.,  Leominster, 


F.  A.  Griswold,        C  H.  Switzer,  Esq.,  Saugus, 


A.  B.  Merrill,  Esq.,  Boston. 


CONFERENCE  SERMON. 


Rev.  J.  W.  Merrill  was  requested,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Conference,  to  preach  the  next  Conference  Sermon. 
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TIME  OF  TAKINa  BENEVOLENT  COLLECTIONS. 


Sabbath  School  Union, 
American  Bible  Society, 
Biblical  Institute, 
Preachers'  Aid, 
General  Missions, 
Home 


Jan.,'  1852 
Feb., 


June,  1851 


July, 
Sept., 
Nov., 


COURSE   OF  STUDY. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


The  Bible :  Doctrines — The  existence  of  God ;  the  attri- 
butes of  God  ;  the  Trinity  in  Unity  ;  the  Deity  of  Christ; 
the  Humanity  of  Christ ;  the  Union  of  Deity  and  Humani- 
ty;  Personality  and  Deity  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  Depravity ; 
Atonement ;  Repentance  ;  Justification  by  Faith ;  Regene- 
ration ;  Adoption ;  the  Witness  of  the  Spirit ;  Growth  in 
Grace  ;  Christian  Perfection ;  Possibility'of  Final  Apostacy; 
Immortality  of  the  Soul ;  Resurrection  of  the  Body  ;  Ge- 
neral Judgment ;  Rewards  and  Punishments.  Systematic 
Divinity  —  Watson's  Institutes,  First  Part;  Wesley's 
Christim  Perfection.  Common  English — English  Gram- 
mar ;  Mitchell's  Geography ;  Essay  or  Sermon.  (Read 
Wesley's  Sermons  and  Notes,  Watson's  Life  of  Wesley, 
and  Watson's  Apology.) 

Committee — C.  Adams,  J.  W.  Mowry,  Wm.  Gordon. 


The  Bible :  Sacraments — The  Sacrament  of  Baptism  ; 
its  Nature,  Design,  Obligations,  Subjects  and  Mode.  The 
5 


SECOND  YEAR. 
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Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  its  Nature,  Design  and 
Obligation.  Systematic  Divinity — Watson's  Institutes, 
second  part:  Peck's  Christian  Perfection ;  Fletcher's  Ap- 
peal. OhiirchCrovernment — Methodist  Discipline  ;  Stevens' 
Church  Pohty.  Philosophy — Olmstead's  Natural  Philoso- 
phy ;  Dymond's  Moral  Science.  Essay  or  Sermon.  (Read 
Bishop  Emery's  Defence  of  our  Fathers;  Powell  on 
Apostolical  Succession ;  Emery's  History  of  the  Disci- 
pline ;  Wesley's  Theological  Works,  and  Burnet  on  the 
Thirty-Nine  Articles.) 

Committee — J.  Porter,  Edward  Cook,  J.  G.  Adams. 

THIRD  YEAR. 

The  Bible  :  History  and  Chronology, — Candidates  to 
be  prepared  upon  the  leading  events  recorded  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments.  Reference  Books — Home's  Intro- 
duction, and  Mitchell's  Ancient  Geography.  Systematic 
Divinity — Watson's  Institutes,  third  part  ;  Butler's  Ana- 
logy ;  Peck's  Rule  of  Faith ;  Hibbard  on  Baptism. 
History^  ^c. — Ruter's  Church  History;  Ty tier's  Univer- 
sal History  ;  Newman's  Rhetoric  ;  Hedge's  Logic.  Es- 
say or  Sermon.  (Read  Bangs'  History  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  ;  ElUot  on  Romanism ;  Fletcher's  Works  ;  Rollins' 
Ancient  History ;  Smith's  Sacred  Annals ;  Hallam's  Middle 
Ages  ;  Russell's  Modern  Europe.) 

Committee — Wm.  Rice,  I.  Marcy,  T.  W.  Lewis. 

FOURTH  YEAR. 

Review  of  the  whole  course.  Systematic  Divinity — 
Watson's  Institutes,  fourth  part.  Preaching — Claud's 
Essay  on  the  Composition  and  Delivery  of  a  Sermon. 
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Biblical  Criticism. —  Home's  Introduction.  Essay  or 
Sermon.  (Read  Bancroft's  United  States  ;  Mosheim's 
Ecclesiastical  History  ;  Townley's  Illustrations  of  Biblical 
Literature,  and  Watson's  Sermons.) 

Committee. — L.  Crowell,  K.  Atkinson,  J.  H.  Mudge. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS,  PRESIDING  ELD- 
ERS AND  SUPERANNUATED  PREACHERS. 

Bishop  Elijah  Hedding,  Pougtikeepsie,  N.  Y. 

Beverly  Waugh,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Thos.  a.  Morris,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

L.  L.  Hamline,  Peoria,  111. 

E.  S.  Janes,  200,  Mulberry  street,  N.  Y. 
Amos  Binney,  Charlestown,  Mass. 
J.  Hascall,  Shrewsbmy,  cc  ^ 

P.  Crandall,  Worcester, 
Charles  Baker,  Williamsburg, 
B.  F.  Nutting,  S.  Hadley  Falls, 

B.  F.  Lambord,  Lynn, 

E.  F.  Newell,  Brookfield, 

C.  Virgin,  Wilbraham, 

R.  D.  Easterbrook,  Saxon ville, 

E.  Willard,  Lynn, 

E.  Kibby,  Chelsea, 

S.  A.  Cushing,  Shrewsbury, 

Ao  Taylor,  New  Salem, 

E.  Otis,  Boston, 

T.  W.  Tucker,  Neponset, 

J.  M.  Merrill,  Cambridgeport, 

J.  Whitman,  Jr.,  Milford, 
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T.  C.  Peirce,  Lynn,  Mass, 

A.  A.  Cook,  Oxford, 

T.  Marey,  Northampton,  *' 

J.  Parker,  Meriden,  Conn. 

T.G-.  Brown,  E.  Hampton, 

R.  Spaulding,  Dnbuque,  Iowa. 

J.  Sanborn,  Concord,  N.  H. 

D.  Kilburn, 

N.  J.  Merrill, 

H.  P.  HalL 


Bishop  Janes^s  remarks  respecting  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  the  Districts. 

Brethreit  of  the  New  Ei^raLATO  Cooterence  : — 

When  I  shall  read  the  appointments,  you  Tfill  see  that  - 
I  have  not  complied  with  your  request  and  thrown  the 
appointments  into  but  three  Presiding  Elders'  Districts, 
I  hope  the  Conference  will  believe  me  candid,  when  I  say 
that  I  am  not  w^anting  in  respect  for  their  opinion  and 
wishes  in  this  matter,  so  courteously  expressed  in  their 
resolution  on  the  subject.  I  trust  also  they  will  not  sup- 
pose that  because  I  have  not  concurred  with  them  in 
,  opinion  that  I  assume  to  be  wiser  than  they  all.  I  have 
no  such  feeling,  and  entertain  no  such  sentiment.  The 
subject  by  me  has  been  carefully  considered  and  duly 
weighed.  Whilst  I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  my 
honored  brethren,  I  persuade  myself  that  if  they  could 
view  the  subject  from  the  same  stand  point  that  I  have 
examined  it,  they  would  view  it  as  I  do.    To  my  mind 


53 


there  are  conclusive  reasons  why  there  should  be  four  dis- 
tricts in  the  Conference.  I  cannot  enumerate  many,  nor 
elaborate  any. 

Four  districts  are  now  larger  in  their  membership,  and 
resources,  and  church  business,  than  three  were  when  the 
present  organization  of  the  Conference  took  place. 
There  will  this  year  be  an  addition  of  fourteen  new 
appointments,  some  of  them  feeble,  it  is  true,  but  some  of 
them  are  already  important  pastoral  charges.  There  is 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Conference  considerable  terri- 
tory unoccupied  by  Methodist  ministers.  Under  ordinary 
prosperity  the  appointments  of  the  districts  will  soon  be  as 
numerous  as  they  were  before.  Certainly  the  increasing 
appointments  of  the  Conference  could  not  be  put  into  three 
districts  long.  The  lowest  number  of  appointments  in  a 
district  now  is  over  thirty.  If,  then,  the  number  of  dis- 
tricts in  the  Conference  must  be  increased  so  soon,  admit- 
ting that  the  making  a  fourth  district  last  year  was  pre- 
mature, it  seems  to  me  very  undesirable  that  they 
should  be  changed  back  this  year,  and  then,  in  a  short 
time,  increased  again.  Such  vacillating  administration 
would  not  be  well  calculated  to  secure  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  Church,  and  would,  therefore,  be  to  be 
deprecated.  Furthermore,  who  is  to  look  up  new  ap- 
pointments and  supply  them,  and  thus  strengthen  and  ex- 
tend the  cause  of  truth  and  of  grace  among  men  ?  In 
our  economy,  is  not  this  specially  the  work  of  a  Presiding 
Elder  ?  and  is  it  likely  to  be  generally  and  thoroughly 
prosecuted  by  any  one  else  ?  And  yet  if  they  have  from 
forty  to  fifty  pastoral  charges  under  their  supervision  can 
we  reasonably  expect  them  to  give  due  attention  to  this 
''vital  interest  ?    In  our  judgment,  this  department  of  the 
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Presiding  Elder's  duty  furnishes  a  strong  reason  for  con- 
tinuing the  present  number  of  districts.  A  principal 
reason  which  has  influenced  my  judgment  and  final  deci- 
sion of  this  question,  has  been  the  responsibilities  and 
services  of  Presiding  Elders  at  the  Annual  Conference. 
The  New  England  Conference,  through  the  prosperity 
vouchsafed  by  God,  has  become  a  numerous  body,  station- 
ing about  a  hundred  and  twenty  preachers,  and  employing 
quite  a  number  of  excellent  local  preachers  as  pastors. 
If  there  are  but  three  Presiding  Elders,  each  one  must 
represent  more  than  forty  churches  and  pastors  in  all 
those  delicate  and  important  relations  growing  out  of  one 
itinerant  system.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  present 
number  of  pastors  and  churches  renders  it  prudent  that 
the  present  number  of  Presiding  Elders  should  be  con- 
tinued. About  a  dozen  of  the  churches  have  memorial- 
ized me  on  the  subject,  most  of  them  in  a  very  respectful 
and  appropriate  manner.  The  district  stewards  ^  of  one 
district  memoriahzed,  requesting  that  the  former  number 
of  Presiding  Elders  be  restored,  or  that  the  districts  be 
so  constructed  as  to  equalize  the  labor  and  support  of  the 
Presiding  Elders.  This  latter  request  we  have  tried  fully 
to  grant. 

We  have  tried  to  meet  our  solemn  and  delicate  respon- 
sibilities in  this  matter  deliberately,  candidly,  prayerfully. 
We  may  have  misjudged.  If  so,  we  humbly  ask  forgive- 
ness of  God  and  the  Church.  And  if  our  brethren  of 
the  Conference  and  Church  regard  our  decision  as  an 
erroneous  one,  we  must  rely  upon  their  sound  Methodism 
and  Christian  charity  to  abide  our  honest  decision,  and 
still  extend  to  us  their  Christian  .confidence  and  fraternal 
regards.  E.  S.  JANES. 
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